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The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Colossians 

 
              Chapter 1. 

1. Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ and Timotheus (our) brother, 

 

Paul – Paulos   This is his Greek name. His Aramaic name was Saulus. 

 

apostle – apostolos A delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders (Thayer’s);  someone, who 

has the authority who is sent forth to accomplish a mission. He was sent forth to be an apostle of 

Jesus Christ according to God’s will. 

 

2. To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto 

you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Colosse – Let’s look at the map to see where it is located! 

 

faithful – pistos (3570/4103) An adjective which is related to the noun pistis (3569/4102), faith or 

believing.   

 

3. We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 

you, 

 

always – pantote  (3320/3842) is  related to  pantos (3321/3843), which means all. 

 

4. since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the 

saints. 

 

your faith – pistis (3569/4102). 

 

5. for the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the 

word of the truth of the gospel;  

 

in heaven –  where God is. 

 

6. which is come unto you, as it is in the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also 

in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth, 

7. as ye also learned from Epafras our dear fellowservant, who is for you a faithful 

minister of Christ;  

8. who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit. 

 

Read these verses from a newer translation. GIVE THE TRANSLATION HERE! 

 

9. For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and 

to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and 

spiritual understanding; 

10. That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every 

good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God, 

. 

 



3 
 

Walk worthy of the Lord – This passage is very similar to the beginning of chapter 4 in 

Ephesians. This is the main theme in Colossians as in Ephesians chapters 4 through 6. 

 

walk – Here is a type of Greek language construction, where the infinitive is used to express the 

result; the result of being filled up with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding. After this follows a participial construction four times, which clarifies the result that 

has taken form or the things where it is perceived. They are: being fruitful in all good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God (verse 10). Next, in verse 11 they are: strengthened with all 

might and in verse 12 giving thanks unto the Father. Check this out from an interlinear Bible! 

 

 

11. Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience 

and longsuffering with joyfulness; 

12. Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the 

inheritance of the saints in light; 

 

in light – phōs (4778/5457)  

 

13. Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us into the 

kingdom of his dear Son. 

 

translated – This means being moved either physically from one place to another or, for instance, 

in status. We have now been moved in this present world from the powers of darkness unto the 

kingdom of God and his Son. In the second epistle of Peter, he writes of our final admittance to the 

eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ in the coming world. 

 

II Peter 1:10 & 11 

10.Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election 

sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; 

11. For so an entrance shall be ministered to you abundantly into the everlasting 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus tells us of both: 

 

Matthew 13:24-30 

24. Another parable put he forth to them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened 

unto a man which sowed good seed in his field.  

25. But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed taresa mong the wheat, and went 

his way. 

26. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares 

also.. 

27. So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst thou not sow 

good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?  

28. He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt 

thou then that we go and gather them up? 

29. But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 

them. 

30. Let both grow together until the harvest; and in the time of harvest I will say to the 

reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but 

gather the wheat into my barn. 
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Col. 1: 

14. In whom we have redemption through his blood, even forgiveness of sins: 

 

In whom – In Christ  

 

15. Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:. 

 

Who – Christ 

 

16. For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 

and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 

things were created by him, and for him: 

 

By him – in Christ.  In the Greek language here is the preposition en.  For example, we are created 

in Christ. Look up II Cor. 5:17 

 

II Cor. 5:17 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are past away; 

behold, all things are become new. 

 

all things … all things – This is the figure of speech called epanadiplosis, which literally means 

using the same word in the beginning and the end of the sentence. This emphasizes that which is 

left between the two words. Here the words which are used twice are all things.  All things which 

are spoken about are mentioned between these two usages of the words.  Check this out from an 

interlinear Bible. 

 

thrones – thronos (2134/2362) This is used for instance about the throne of God. 

 

dominions – kuriotēs (2640/2963) This word is used only  4 times in the NT,  here and in these 

passages: Eph. 1:21, II Pet. 2:10  ja Jude 8. 

 

principalities – arkhē (680/746) This word is used for instance in these passages: Eph. 1:21, 3:10 

ja 6:12. It means: ” beginning, origin, the first person or thing in a series, the leader, by which 

anything begins, etc… (Thayer’s). 

 

powers – eksousia (1674/1849) This word is used for instance in these passages: Eph. 1:21 ja 6:12. 

It means: ”power, ability, authority” (Thayer’s). 

 

Eph. 1:21 

Far above all principality, (arkhē) and power, (eksoysia) and might, and dominion, 

(kyriotēs) and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which 

is to come 

 

Eph. 6:12 

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities (arkhē), against 

powers, (eksoysia), against the rulers of the of the darkness of this world, against 

spiritual wickedness in high places. 
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all things were created by him, and for him – Here the English preposition by is the Greek 

preposition dia, which should be translated through him; and the English preposition for is the 

Greek preposition eis. God has done all this creational work through Christ, for Christ and in Christ. 

Check out Hebr. 7:26! 

 

Col. 1: 

17. And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 

 

he – Christ 

 

by him – in Christ  

 

18. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that in all (things) he might have the pre-eminence. 

 

he – Christ 

 

beginning – arkhē  Christ is absolutely the first one to have been raised from the dead. 

 

pre-eminence –  This is the only passage in the NT where this word is used:  To be the first, hold 

first place (Thayer’s) 

 

19. For it pleased (the Father) that in him should all fullness dwell; 

20. And having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 

things to himself; by him (I say) whether (they be) things in earth or things in the 

heavens. 

 

the blood of his cross – This is the figure of speech called metonymy.  The blood that flowed on 

the cross represents Christ’s death. 

 

21. And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in (your) mind by wicked 

works, yet now hath he reconciled 

 
22. in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 

unreproveable in his sight: 

 

unblameable – amōmos  (265/299) This word is used in the Septuagint about an unblameable lamb 

offering. We have been presented to God just a holy, unblameable and unreproveable as Christ is. 

 

23. If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and (be) not moved away from the 

hope of the gospel, which ye have heard (and) which was preached to every creature 

which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister 

 

If ye continue in the faith – This is a Greek language construction where the verb needed is left 

out (ellipsis). It has to be found in the context. It i in verse 21: ”...now hath he reconciled”.  

 

continue – In the Greek language this word is in a form which is identical in both the indicative and 

the imperative. So according to the context it will be clear what it means. 

 



6 
 

When both these language constructions are acknowledged we can translate the beginning of verse 

23 like this: 

 

”if he has reconciled you, continue ye in the faith…” 

 

24. Who now rejoice in the sufferings of me on behalf of you, and fill up that which is 

behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church: 

 

The afflictions of Christ – This is a genitive case. These are afflictions for the sake of Christ or 

because of Christ. 

 

25. Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is 

given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God; 

26. (Even) the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generation, but now 

is made manifest to his saints:   

27. To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 

among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

 

glory – doksa (1250/1391) (Used 168X in the NT.) For instance in Ephesians in verses:  1:6, 
1:12, 1:14, 1:17, 1:18, 3:13(your glory), 3:16 ja 3:21, and in Colossians, here 2x and in verses 
1:11 ja 3:4.  Every time this word is used it represents the excellence of the things in question 
in superlatives. 
 

28. Whom we preach warning every man, and teaching every man all wisdom; that we 

may present every man perfect in Jesus Christ. 

 

warning -   To admonish, warn, exhort (Thayer’s) 

 

perfect – teleios (4411/5046) This word comes from the noun telos (4422/5056), which means the 

very end or could be described as, for instance, the tip of the dogs tail. Nothing is lacking from 

complete completeness. It is therefore as perfect as perfect can be. 

 

29. hereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me 

mightily. 

 

labour – kopiaō (2564/2872) =  ”To work until overcome by healthy exhaustion”. 

 

striving – agonizomai (64/75)  This means: ”To enter a contest, to contend with adversaries, 

strive” (Thayer’s) . This comes from the noun agon (62/73), which means: ”a place of assembly, a 

contest” (Thayer’s). 

 

working – energeia (1579/1753) 

 

worketh – energeō (1580/1754) 

 

mightily – en dynamei (1268/1422,  dynamis) 

 

In this passage we can clearly see Paul’s God given will to help and teach every believer to be 

perfect in Christ. In Galatians the believers were directed back into God’s arms to walk by the spirit 

and not by false gods or the law of Moses. In Ephesians they were taught how immeasurable Christ 
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is and what they really are in Christ, what blessings they have received and how they should 

distribute them forward by walking according to the worth of they’re calling. Here they are told, 

once again, to walk worthily, and how great – greater than all the rest of the creation – Christ is, and 

that this Christ is “in you”. 

  

Chapter 2  
1. For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at 

Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;  

 

conflict - agon (62/73) – struggle  This is the noun that has a corresponding verb in verse 1:29.  

 

Laodicea  – Laodicea was about 30km away. 

 

2. That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches 

of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God 

and of the Father, and of Christ;   

 

Check out Col. 1:9 ja 10! 

 

mystery – Check out  Eph. 1:9, 3:4, 3:5, 3:9, 5:32 ja Col. 1:27 ja 4:3! 

 

3. In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 

Absolutely everything worth knowing and understanding with wisdom and knowledge is in Christ.. 

There are treasures worth pursuing. It works exactly like with Netanyahu’s matchstick trick.  God 

answers all our questions in Christ. 

  

4. And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. 

 

When you understand to ask God for wisdom and knowledge no one can beguile or deceive you in 

any way. 

 

5. For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and 

beholding your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ. 

 

faith – pistis (3569/4102) 

 

6. As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 

 

Again Paul exhorts and urges them to walk in the spirit. 

 

7. Rooted and built up in him, stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 

abounding therein with thanksgiving,  

 

Compare the previous passage to the next one! 

 

Eph. 3:16-18 

That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 

might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
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17. That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded 

with love, 

18. May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and 

depth, and height; 

 

rooted in him – Now think about this for a moment: When we are rooted in him, meaning Christ, 

we are unseverably stuck to him. Where he goes, we go. What he does, we do. When we truly 

confess Jesus as our Lord this will happen to us.  

 

8. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

 

philosophy – filosofia (4712/5835) This is the only passage in the NT where this word is used. 

 

tradition– paradosis (3340/3862)  ”Precepts and rituals which in the opinion of the later Jews were 

orally delivered by Moses, extra-biblical traditions…” (Thayer’s)  When Jesus was asked about 

this, he commented: 

 

Mark 7:5 - 8 

5. Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to 

the traditions (paradosis) of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands? 

6. He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as 

it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 

7. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 

men.  

8. For laying aside the commandments of God, ye hold the tradition (paradosis) of 

men. 

 

rudiments – stoikheion  (4128/4747) – elements. This word is used also in Col. 2:20. 

 

Col. 2:20-22 
Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments (stoikheion) of the world, 

why, as though living in the world, ye are subject to ordinances,  

21. "Touch not; taste not; handle not!"  

22. Which are all to perish with the using; after the commandments and doctrines of 

men? 

 

II Peter 3:10-12 

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in which the heavens shall 

pass away with a great noise, and the elements (stoikheion) shall melt with fervent 

heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burnt up.   

11. Seeing that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to 

be in all holy conversation and godliness. 

12. Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 

being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements (stoikheion) shall melt with fervent 

heat? 

 

We should once and for all stick to nothing else but Christ. 
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This message is very similar to the whole of Galatians. As well as keeping to Christ we walk in the 

spirit, we understand and live in what Christ is, how immeasurably great he is. When we do this, 

nothing is impossible to us. 

 

Col. 2: 

9. For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 

 

Everything God has ever given to us is in Christ. There is no more to be received. All of it dwells in 

us and this is Christ. Christ is in us, the hope of glory. 

 

10. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

 

Christ is the head of all principality and power. 

 

Lets check it out in Ephesians:  

 

Eph. 1:22 & 23 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the 

church, 

23. Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all. 

 

We are filled up to the very brim with all the possible good things that God has given us in Christ. 

All this good stuff can now only pour over, meaning that it will pour into our surroundings and 

affect it. 

 

Col. 2: 

11. In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in 

putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ:  

 

This passage talks about the circumcision of Christ. 

 

12. Buried with him in baptism, wherein also you are risen with him through the faith 

of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

 

Let’s look at Ephesians again: 

 

Eph. 1:19 & 20 

And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according 

to the working of his mighty power, 

20. Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his 

own right hand in heavenly places, 

 

Col. 2: 

13. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 

quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

14. Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary 

to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

 

This is an Orientalism which appears in Isaiah: 
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Isaiah 40:2 

"Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is 

accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she hath received of the Lord’s hand 

double for all her sins.” 

 

The Orientalism: When somebody owes something to another person and pays back what he 

owes, the paper that has the information of the transaction is folded in two (doubled) and nailed to 

the city gate to mark that the sum owed is paid back in full.  In the same way the handwriting of 

ordinances was taken away nailed to the cross with Christ. 

 

Col. 2: 

15. And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 

triumphing over them in it. 

 

Triumphing over them in it – Here is the noun thriambeuō (2130/2358), which is used twice in 

the NT, here and: 

 

II Cor. 2:14-16 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph (thriambeuō) in Christ, 

and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

15. For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them 

that perish; 

16. To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of 

life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? 

 

It means to walk in a victory procession or triumphal procession, as was the custom in Rome. When 

the army had victory in war and returned home they had a triumphant procession and marched 

through the town. Incense was burned in honor of the victory and its smell was a sweet savor to 

them that won, and a rotten odor to them that had lost and were brought back as war prisoners. 

  

Col. 2: 

16. Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of a holyday, or 

of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days: 

17. Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 

 

Let’s go to Hebrews: 

 

Hebr. 10:1 & 2 

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the 

things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually 

make the comers thereunto perfect.  

2. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? Because that the worshippers 

once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. 

 

Here again similar to Galatians. There is no reason to care of the opinions of people who obey the 

Law of Moses. 

  

18. Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of 

angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puft up by his 

fleshly mind,  
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19. And not holding the head, from which all the body by joints and bands having 

nourishment ministered, knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

 

This passage emphasizes yet again how important it is to keep to Christ. 

 

20. Wherefore ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments (stoikheion) of the world, 

why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordnances, 

21. "Touch not; taste not; handle not!"  

22. Which are all to perish with the using; after the commandments and doctrines of 

men? 

23. Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and 

neglecting of the body, not in any honor to the satisfying of the flesh. 

 

All this happens to the satisfaction of the flesh, meaning the satisfaction that comes from the 

knowledge in the five senses. It has no value in front of God.  

 

 

Chapter 3.  
1. If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 

sitteth on the right hand of God. 

 

If – This is a simple condition behind which is an assumption that it is the truth. This fact is stated 

in Col. 2:12&13 and in Ephesians. 

 

Eph. 2:4-6 

But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5. Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace 

ye are saved;) 

6. And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

The beginning of verse 1 in Colossians can be translated like this: 

 

“Because ye then are risen with Christ”… 

 

Col. 3: 

2. Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth. 

3. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

4. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 

glory. 

5. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, 

inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 

 

Mortify – put to death 

Uncleanness – in a moral sense (Thayer’s) 

Inordinate affection – passion, lust 

Evil concupiscence - concupiscence is not it the text, evil meaning wicked and harmful actions. 
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6. For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 

 

7. In the which ye also walked sometime, when ye lived in them. . 

8. But now you also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 

communication out of your mouth.  

 

blasphemy – blasfēmia (882/988) This means: ”Slander, speech injurious (harmful) to another’s 

good name, speech injurious to the divine majesty” (Thayer’s), groundless accusations revealing 

lack of respect. 

 

filthy communication – ”bad speech”, or ”ugly speech”. 

 

9. Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 

10. And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of 

him that created him:. 

 

Here is a Greek language imperative-participle construction, let’s check it out form an interlinear 

Bible.  

 

The participle constructions mean that this passage gives  means to stop lying, not a reason. The 

lying ceases when the old man with its deeds is put off and the new man is put on.  

 

11. Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, 

Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

 

Greek – This means a non-Jew who speaks Greek. 

 

uncircumcision – ”foreskin” 

 

barbarian – This means a non-Jew who doesn’t speak Greek.. 

 

Scythian – This means the nations who lived on the northern side of the Black Sea. By the more 

civilized antiquity the Scythians were regarded as the wildest of all barbarians. (Thayer’s)  

 

This passage means to emphasize that WHAT EVER background you come from, it makes 

no difference as long as you have Christ in you, the hope of Glory.  

 

12. Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 

kindness (khrēstotēs), humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

13. Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 

against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

14. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 

 

Here we can find the same imperative-participle construction as in verses 9 and 10. 

 

bond – syndesmos (4265/4886) This word is used only 4X in the NT: here, Acts. 8:23, Col. 2:19 

and: 

 

Eph. 4:3 

Endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace (syndesmos): 
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Col. 3: 

15. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 

body; and be ye thankful. 

16. Let the word of God dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing 

one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord. 

 

Verse 16 should be translated like this: 

 

16. Let the word of God dwell in you richly: in all wisdom teaching an admonishing 

one another; singing in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord. 

 

17. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 

When we start each day by giving all the different aspects of our lives to God and confessing Jesus 

as Lord, we continue confirming this decision by speaking in tongues all the time. This is how we 

show to God that we are serious. Thanking God through Christ is for the most part speaking in 

tongues.  

18. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. 

19. Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them. 

20. Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord. 

21. Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged. 

 

provoke –”irritate, excite” This happens when a parent knows he is doing the wrong thing, but still 

forces the child to obey, etc. 

 

22. Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eye 

service, as men pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God. 

 

Singleness of heart  –  as opposed to having a double mind. 

 

Fearing – This is a figure of speech which means “reverence”. 

 

23. And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto men; 

24. Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye 

serve the Lord Christ. 

25. But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there 

is no respect of persons. 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 4.  
1. Masters give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also 

have a Master in heaven. 

2. Continue in prayer, and whach in the same with thanksgiving; 

 

Paul recommends us to be thankful 5 times in this epistle: 1:12, 2:7, 3:15, 3:17 and here. 
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3. Whithal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to 

speak of the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 

 

In bonds – Bound   as in verse 4:18. He was a prisoner. 

 

4. That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 

5. Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time 

6. Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how 

ye ought to answer every man. 

 

speech – logos (2718/3056) 

 

grace – kharis (4803/5485)  Let your speech be always such that it brings forth the Grace of God to 

the hearers! 

 

seasoned with salt – ”truthful, pleasant, wholesome” 

 

7. All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a beloved brother, and a 

faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord: 

 

This passage is similar to Ephesians: 

 

Eph. 6:21 & 22 

But that ye also may know my affair, and how I do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and 

faithful minister in the Lord, shall make known unto you all things: 

22. Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that ye might know our affairs, 

and that he might comfort your hearts. 

 

Apparently Tychicus took both epistles to their destinations. 

 

8. Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that ye might know our affairs, 

and that he might comfort your hearts; 

9. With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. 

  They shall make known unto you all things which are done here. 

 

Onesimus – Check out Philemon 8-20! 

 

10. Aristarchus my fellow prisoner saluteth you, and Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas, 

(touching whom ye received commandments: if he come unto you, receive him ;) 

 

Marcus, cousin to Barnabas – Check out Acts 15:36-41! 

 

11. And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These only are my 

fellow workers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me. 

12. Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always laboring 

fervently for you in prayers that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of 

God. 

13. For I bear him record, that he hath great zeal for you, and them that are in 

Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis. 
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14. Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you. 

15. Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is 

in his house. 

16. And when this epistle is read amongst you, cause that it be read also in the church 

of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 

17. And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the 

Lord, that thou fulfill it. 

18. The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you. 

Amen. 

 

By the hand of me – Check out II Thess. 3 

 

II Thess. 3:17 & 18 

The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I 

write. 

18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                           


