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Galatians 
 

 
Chapter 1 
1.Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God 
the Father, who raised him from the dead;)  

 
Paul – Paulos  This was his Greek name. His Aramaic name was Saul. 
 
an apostle – apostolos (652)  1. a delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders  
(Thayer’s). An apostle is someone who is sent forth with orders and therefore also with the 
necessary authority to do the given job.  Paul was sent by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, 
who raised him from the dead.  Therefore he had the highest possible authority to 
accomplish his task. 
 

2. And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia:  
 
When we look at the map we can see that Galatia is a large area where the Republic of 
Turkey is today. In Paul’s times Galatia was a Roman province including not only the old 
ethnic territory in the middle of the peninsula but also parts of Pontus, Phrygia, Lycaonia, 
Pisidia, Paphlagonia and Isauria  (The New Bible Dictionary).  This epistle is sent to a large 
population which was living in many cities and villages. Mostly they were Christians that had 
turned from idolatry, but there were also Christian believers who originally were Judeans.  
These from the Judean back ground lived mostly in the southern cities and villages of the 
area.  
 
If Paul had not written first the book of Galatians and if they had not heeded to his 
correction there would perhaps not have been any believers in Ephesus, Philippi or Colossae 
to receive the epistles addressed to them. 
 
All the epistles were circled around all the churches of that time: 
 

Col 4:16 
And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the 
church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. 

 
Gal. 1 
3. Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  
4. Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil 
world, according to the will of God and our Father:  
5. To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
Amen – This meant originally firm and faithful  and later it began to mean surely, of a truth, 
truly. This is a transliteration of the Hebrew word amen. It is an affirmation of certainty. 
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This is the end of the opening greeting which is very rich and full of meaning. 
 

6. I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the 
grace of Christ unto another gospel:  

 
another – heteros (2087) 
 

7. Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ.  

 
another – allos (243) 
 
These 2 Greek words heteros and allos  are synonyms with  slightly different meanings. 
Heteros is often used to refer to another one of a different kind and allos is used in a more 
general meaning of another one among many of similar kind. 
 
In this context heteros in verse 6 refers to a totally different gospel from the one that Paul 
was preaching.  In verse 7 allos is used to express that in reality there is no other gospel, at 
least not another gospel that had originated with God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

II Cor. 11:4 
For if he that cometh preacheth another (allos) Jesus, whom we have not 
preached, or if ye receive another (heteros) spirit, which ye have not received, 
or another (heteros) gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear 
with him. 

 
trouble – tarassō (5015)  
 

Matthew 2:3 
When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. 
 
John 5:7 
The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is 
troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth 
down before me. 

 
pervert – metastrephō  (3344) This is used here and in the following 2 places: 
 

Acts 2:20 
The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that 
great and notable day of the Lord come: 

 
James 4:9 
Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, 
and your joy to heaviness. 
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“… turn about, turn around … equivalent to to pervert, corrupt,”… (Thayer’s)  

 

There were some people who troubled, who agitated the believers by teaching an altered 
and perverted gospel which was not preached by Paul. 
 
the gospel of Christ – This is in the genitive case also in Greek and it means the gospel 
pertaining to Christ. 
 
the gospel – euangelion (2098) This means good news. 
 

Gal. 1 
8. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.  
9. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.  

 
let… be accursed – anathema (331)  “…a person or thing doomed to destruction”… 

(Thayer’s) 
 

When something is said twice in the Bible it means that the thing really is so. Those who 
preached another gospel from the one that Paul preached were surely cursed or doomed to 
destruction no matter whether they were angels or human beings. These were some of the 
brothers who had come from Jerusalem.  
  

10. For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet 
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.  

 
The first question of this verse is rhetoric and the answer to it is God. The second question is 
also rhetoric by nature and the answer to it is no, even though he kind of answers to it 
himself.  
 

11. But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not 
after man.  
12. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.  

 
the revelation of Jesus Christ -  This means that Jesus Christ gave the revelation to Paul. 
Then it also means that the revelation was pertaining to Christ or it was concerning Christ. 
 
Already in the first verses of this epistle Paul corrects the believers in Galatia with some very 
straight words, because they had turned away from the gospel that he had preached to 
them.  He had received this revelation by Jesus Christ revealing it to him. He emphasizes 
that he had not received it from other people and that it had not been taught to him by 
men. 
 
Why did he emphasize these things? 
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There were people who had come from Jerusalem. They said that what Paul preached is not 
true. 

13. For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, 
how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:  

 
conversation – This means walk, way of life. 
 

14. And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own 
nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.  

 
the traditions – paradosis (3862) This word is used also in the following places: 
 

Mark 7:3-13 
And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, 
with unwashen, hands, they found fault.  
3. For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat 
not, holding the tradition of the elders.  
4. And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And 
many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing 
of cups, and pots, brazen vessels, and of tables. 
5.Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples 
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?  
6. He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you 
hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me.  
7. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.  
8. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as 
the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.  
9. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye 
may keep your own tradition.  
10. For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth 
father or mother, let him die the death:  
11. But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to 
say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.  
12. And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother;  
13. Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye 
have delivered: and many such like things do ye. 

 
This is what Jesus Christ thought of their traditions. 

 
The Lexicon of Thayer’s says the following about this: 

 
“…tradition by instruction, narrative, precept, etc. … of the body of precepts, 
especially ritual, which in the opinion of the later Jews were orally delivered by 
Moses and orally transmitted in unbroken succession to subsequent 
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generations, which precepts, both illustrating and expanding the written law, 
as they did, were to be obeyed with equal reverence.”  
 

In the book of Acts Paul tells about himself: 
 

Acts 22:3 & 4 
3. I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet 
brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the 
perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye 
all are this day.  
4. And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into 
prisons both men and women. 

 
He had received the best available teaching of this world in the Mosaic law, the writings of 
the Old Testament and the traditions of the Jews. 
 

Gal. 1 
15. But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and 
called me by his grace,  

 
separated – aphoridzō  (873) Let’s look at some examples how this word is used: 
 

Matthew 25:31 & 32 
When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  
32. And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 

 
Acts 13:2 
As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 

 
God separated Paul already from his mother’s womb apart from other people.  He arranged 
for Paul such  training  and experiences, that when the time came and he was called by 
God’s grace,  he was able to respond to it and receive all the new revelations regarding 
Christ and preach them among the gentiles 
 

Gal. 1 
16. To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; 
immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:  

 
flesh and blood – This is the figure of speech synecdoche (a part represents the whole) 
referring to people in the physical or bodily sense. It emphasizes the fact that Paul did not 
ask for advice from other people. 
 

17. Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; 
but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.  
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into Arabia – Acts 9 does not tell about his trip to Arabia. So he first got on the way  to 
Damascus.  Then Jesus Christ revealed himself to Paul personally on the way to Damascus 
and he was brought to Damascus. Then Ananias was sent to him and he got born again and 
received the holy spirit and started to preach Christ who is the Son of God. Then he went to 
Arabia and returned back to Damascus.  Let’s read Acts 9:1-31! 
 

18. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with 
him fifteen days.  

 
Peter – His Aramaic name was Cephas.  These names are altered often in different texts. 
 

Matthew 16:18 
And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter (petros), and upon this rock 
(petra) I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  

 
Peter  =  petros = a stone (4074) 
 
rock = petra – (4073) This rock is Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the rock foundation of his 
church. 
 

I Cor. 3:11 
For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 
Gal. 1 
19. But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.  

 
James – He was the half brother of Jesus. He was not one of the 12. He became a believer 
later and he wrote the book of James at an early stage of the times of the book of Acts. He 
became a “pillar” of the church (Gal. 2:9). He also dictated the creed in Acts 15 regarding 
the gentiles who became believers. 
 

20. Now the things which I write unto you, behold, before God, I lie not.  
 
Paul had a reason to emphasize his faultlessness, for other Judeans, who had come from 
Jerusalem to Galatia, said that he was lying. 
 

21. Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;  
22. And was unknown by face unto the churches of Judaea which were in 
Christ:  
23. But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now 
preacheth the faith which once he destroyed.  
24. And they glorified God in me.  
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Chapter 2 
1. Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and 
took Titus with me also.  

 
This trip to Jerusalem is reported in Acts 15.  We will read it later. 
 
Barnabas – He was originally a Levite. 
 

Acts 4:36 & 37 
And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being 
interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus,  
37. Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' 
feet. 

 
Gal 2. 
2. And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel 
which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of 
reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.  
3. But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be 
circumcised:  
4. And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily 
to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us 
into bondage:  
5. To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of 
the gospel might continue with you.  

 
This section is difficult to understand as it is now, but when we make some corrections to 
the punctuation etc. it will become easy.  Verse 3 is parenthetical addition: 
 

2. And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel 
which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of 
reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain,  
3.( but neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be 
circumcised,) 
4. and that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily 
to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us 
into bondage:  
5. To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of 
the gospel might continue with you.  

 
6. But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it 
maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who 
seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me:  

 
maketh no matter to me – The Greek word used here means basically  difference. He is 
saying that it makes no difference to him. 
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These who seemed to be somewhat were James, Peter and John in Jerusalem read verse 9. 
 

7. But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was 
committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;  
8. (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the 
circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:)  
9. And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the 
grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands 
of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the 
circumcision.  

 
Verse 8 is a parenthetical addition. It is worth it to read a few times verses 7 and 9 jumping 
over verse 8. 
 
who seemed to be pillars – This is a figure of speech. Pillars support a building. The church 
is the body of Christ, the habitation of God upon the earth. So among the believers they 
seemed to be pillars supporting this habitation. 
 
they gave … the right hands of fellowship – The right hand is the hand of blessing and the 
left hand is the hand of curse. 
 

10. Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also 
was forward to do.  

 
Let’s read now Acts 15:1-33! 
 

Gal. 2 
11. But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because 
he was to be blamed.  
12. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but 
when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision.  
13. And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas 
also was carried away with their dissimulation.  

 
dissimulation – This means pretending to be something else. 
 
Why was Peter afraid of those which were of the circumcision. They had come from James 
in Jerusalem and would go back there and tell James how Peter was eating with the 
Gentiles. Peter was more afraid of James than of Paul. 
 

14. But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the 
gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the 
manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles 
to live as do the Jews?  
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This must have happened after verse 33 in Acts 15. In verse 35 it says that Paul and 
Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord. Then first 
Peter who is Cephas came there, and after him some men from James. 
 
Let’s now read Acts 15:34-41! The verse 34 is missing in the most critical Greek texts. 
 

Gal. 2 
15. We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,  
16. Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith 
of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be 
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the 
works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  

 
the faith of Jesus Christ,… have believed in Jesus Christ… the faith of Christ – These are 
basically  the same thing. The faith of Jesus Christ is not the actual believing that Jesus Christ 
had or has now. It means the faith or believing concerning Jesus Christ or pertaining to Jesus 
Christ. We have that now.  
 

17. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found 
sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.  

 
God forbid – mē genoito – Mē is “no”, and genoito is a form of the verb ginomai (1096), 
which means to become.  This exclamation is very typical in Paul’s epistles and it means 
simply: “May it not be!” 
 

18. For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a 
transgressor.  

 
a transgressor -  In the context this means a transgressor of the law of Moses. 
 

19. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.  
20. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  

 
the faith of the Son of God – Here again the Genitive Case causes it to refer to the faith 
concerning the Son of God or pertaining to the Son of God. 
 
Paul was living like this. This is the example for us to follow. The life, that we live in the flesh 
we live by believing in the Son of God. We believe that he fulfilled the law of Moses, was 
innocent but was still brutally murdered. Then God raised him from the dead and created 
him as the life giving spirit which he is now. Now he lives within us and through him we can 
stay in connection with the Father. Now we look only to God, confess Jesus as Lord and 
speak in tongues like a house on fire all the time. 
 
 



10 
 

21. I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, 
then Christ is dead in vain.  

 
frustrate – atheteō (114)  This is used for example in the following places: 
 

Mark 6:25 & 26 
And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, I will 
that thou give me by and by in a charger the head of John the Baptist.  
26. And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's sake, and for their 
sakes which sat with him, he would not reject her. 

 
Mark 7:9 
And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye 
may keep your own tradition. 

 
Gal. 3:15 
Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, 
yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 

 
Thayer’s Lexicon gives the following description:  
 

“…to act toward anything as though it were annulled'; hence, to deprive a law 
of force by opinions or acts opposed to it, to transgress it, …” 

 
Here in Gal. 2:21 it could be translated like this: “I do not reject the grace of God”. 
 
 
 

Chapter 3 
1. O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the 
truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified 
among you?  

 
Here is a rhetoric question and the answer to it is: ”The men that came from James”. 
 

2. This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, 
or by the hearing of faith?  

 
Again a rhetoric  question. The answer is: “By the hearing of faith”. 
 

3. Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by 
the flesh?  

 
made perfect – epiteleō (2005) “To bring to an end, accomplish, perfect, execute, complete.” 

(Thayer’s).  Here it is referring to finishing something. They began in the spirit and finished 
now by the flesh. 
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This verse should be translated for example like this: 
 

3. Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now finishing by the 
flesh?  

 
4. Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.  
5. He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among 
you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  
6. Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness. 

 
Here are again some rhetoric questions. The easiest way to demonstrate them is to add the 
answers into the text: 
 

3. Are ye so foolish?  Yes you are!  having begun in the Spirit, are ye now 
finishing by the flesh? Yes you are! 
4. Have ye suffered so many things in vain? Yes you have! – if  it be yet in vain.  
5. He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among 
you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  
6. Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.  (Genesis 15:6) He doeth it by the hearing of faith! 

 
7. Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of 
Abraham.  
8. And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through 
faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all 
nations be blessed. (Genesis22:18) 
9. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  
10. For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them. (Deuteronomy 27:26) 
11. But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, 
The just shall live by faith. (Habakkuk 2:4) 
12. And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in 
them.  (Leviticus 18:5)  
13. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:  
(Deuteronomy 21:23) 

 
Look at the curse of the law in Deuteronomy 28:15-68 and the blessing of the law in 
Deuteronomy 28:1-14 and the blessings of Christ in Eph. 1:3 & 4! 
 
being made a curse for us  –  Here is the figure of speech Metonymy: That he was cursed 
means, that he carried the consequences of sins for us. Look at II Corinthians: 
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II Cor. 5:21 
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him. 

 
he hath made him to be sin for us  –  He carried the consequences of sin for us. 
 

Gal. 3 
14. That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus 
Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.  

 
God has arranged everything for us in such a way that when we believe we receive the spirit 
which was promised to us. 
 

15. Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's 
covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.  
16. Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And 
to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed (Genesis 12:7), which is 
Christ.  

 
In his body and soul Jesus Christ was the descendant of Abraham.  
 

17. And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in 
Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, 
that it should make the promise of none effect.  
18. For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave 
it to Abraham by promise.  

 
God gave it to Abraham by promise. Abraham did not work for it, he did not earn it. 
 

19. Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, 
till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained 
by angels in the hand of a mediator.  

 
Here is no rhetoric question because he answers it himself. 
 

20. Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.  
 
a mediator  –  According to the context the mediator here is Moses. It is the same word 
which is used in I Tim. 2:5: 
 

I Tim. 2:5 
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus; 

 
not a mediator of one, but God is one  -  When a mediator is needed there has to be more 
than one party. The mediator is at least for two parties. “…but God is one.” God is the other 
party. 
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Gal. 3 
21. Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had 
been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have 
been by the law.  

 
God forbid  –  “May it not be!”  The same as in 2:17. 
 

22. But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.  

 
faith of Jesus Christ  –  Faith concerning Jesus Christ or pertaining to Jesus Christ. 
 

23. But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith 
which should afterwards be revealed.  

 
faith  –  Here  faith represents the foundation for believing (Metonymy).  Before people 
could believe concerning Jesus Christ he had to come first. He had to fulfill the law of Moses 
and he had to do all the things God had foreordained for him to do. He had to die guiltlessly 
on the tree. God had to raise him up from the dead and make him that life giving spirit  
which he is now. Then on Pentecost God finally sent the holy spirit and people could believe 
all this. The same figure of speech in slightly different form is used also in 1:23. 
 

Acts 17:30 & 31 
And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men 
every where to repent:  
31. Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 

 
assurance  –  This is the word pistis. It means faith or believing and it stands for the 
foundation of the faith (Metonymy). 
 
shut up unto the faith  –  Here (unto) is the preposition eis which usually means for, but it 
means also against or for the benefit or disadvantage of some one. This should be 
understood like this: “closed off from the faith”.  The Aramaic text supports this rendering. 
 
The faith is for the believers. The believers are not for the faith. 
 
Here is a better translation of verse 23: 
 

Gal. 3 
23. But before the foundation for the faith came, we were kept under the law, 
closed off from the foundation for the faith which should afterwards be 
revealed. 

 
24. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith.  
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schoolmaster  –  paidagōgos (3807) Used here, I Cor. 4:15 and in verse 25. This is the word 
from which we get our word pedagogue. 
 
 to bring us  –  These words have no corresponding words in the Greek text. 
 
unto Christ  –  This means simply until Christ. The law was the tutor for us until Christ came 
and accomplished everything so that we could believe. 
 

25. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.  
 
Here is a better translation of this verse: 
 

25. But after that foundation for faith is come, we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster.  

 
26. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  

 
We are children of God in the reality because there is Christ in us, the hope of glory. This 
Christ comes in us by believing. 
 

27. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
 
When we have put on Christ we walk according to his will.  We confess by our 
understanding Jesus as our Lord. In all things we look only to God. Then we speak in tongues 
all the time proving thereby to God that we want to hang on to him the same way Jesus 
Christ is hanging on to him. 
 

28. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 
ye are all one  –  This means that you all have the same goal, the same purpose of life. Our 
goal is building the body of Christ, for God’s intensive desire is that all men should be saved 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
    

29. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 
the promise.  

 
We are in reality also Abraham’s seed, because there is Christ in us. He is the seed of 
Abraham, and because he lives in us we are the seed of Abraham. 
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Chapter 4 
1. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a 
servant, though he be lord of all;  

 
a servant – The Aramaic word for servant is also used for a child. A child in a family had the 
same standing as a servant until he grew old enough, and his father decided to give his part 
of the inheritance to him. 
 

2. But is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father.  
 

Luke 15:11-13 
And he said, A certain man had two sons:  
12. And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of 
goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.  
13. And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took 
his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous 
living. 

 
Gal. 4 
3. Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of 
the world:  

 
the elements  –  stoikheion   (4747) This is used in Gal. 4:9 and the following places: 
 

Col. 2:8 
Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition (paradosis)  of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ. 
 
Col. 2:20-22 
Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as 
though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,  
21. (Touch not; taste not; handle not;  
22. Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and 
doctrines of men? 
 
Hebrews 5:12 
For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach 
you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become 
such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 
 
II Peter 3:10-12 
10. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.  
11. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,  
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12. Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the 
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat? 

 
This word represents a part from the whole, element, foundation, beginnings or rudiments. 
I would like to understand this word in the meaning of “the basic principles”. In both places 
in the book of Galatians it refers to the law of Moses. 
 

Gal. 4 
4. But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law,  
5. To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons.  

 
Here “we” are the Judeans. 
 
In verse 6 “you” are the believers who came from Gentile background. 
 

6. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.  

 
Abba – This means “Daddy”. 
 
into your hearts – Some texts have “your” and other texts have “our”. To change the person 
from “we” to “you” within a paragraph like this is a figure of speech and here it emphasizes 
the truth that both “we” and “you”, the believers from both back grounds, Judean and 
Gentile, have the same Father. 
 

7. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir 
of God through Christ.  
8. Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did service unto them which by 
nature are no gods.  

 
The Galatians originally served idols. 
 

9. But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how 
turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements (stoikheion), whereunto ye 
desire again to be in bondage?  

 
how turn ye again – They had first turned away from the idols to believing  God and had 
started to walk by the spirit. Then they had turned away from believing God and walking by 
the spirit to the Law of Moses. So according to Paul they turned again to the weak and 
beggarly basic principles which were the Law of Moses. So here it says very clearly that to 
follow the law of Moses today in this age of Grace is as useless as turning back to the idols. 
 

10. Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.  
11. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.  
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12. Brethren, I beseech you, be as I am; for I am as ye are: ye have not injured 
me at all.  

 
Paul was a believer walking by the spirit of God. He beseeched the Galatians to become like 
him in that aspect. The Galatians on the other hand were originally Gentiles. Paul had 
stopped being a Judean among them. He lived and ate with them like they did. 
 

I Cor. 9:19-23 
19. For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, 
that I might gain the more.  
20. And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them 
that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under 
the law;  
21. To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to 
God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.  
22. To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all 
things to all men, that I might by all means save some.  
23. And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with 
you. 

 
ye have not injured me at all   –  “ you did not do anything wrong to me”. 
 

Gal. 4 
13. Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you 
at the first.  
14. And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; 
but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.  

 
temptation – peirasmos (3986) This is used 21 times in the NT and it is always translated 
temptation.  
 

Matthew 6:13 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 
Primarily it means trial or proving; the trial of man's fidelity, integrity, virtue, constancy, 
etc….  It means also an enticement to sin, temptation, whether arising from the desires or 
from outward circumstances, (Thayer’s). 

 
Paul experienced a lot of trials, all kinds of difficulties: 
 

Acts 20:17-20 
And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.  
18. And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the 
first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all 
seasons,  
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19. Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and 
temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:  
20. And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have 
showed you, and have taught you publicly, and from house to house, 

 
Acts 13 and 14 report from Paul’s first missionary journey: 
 

Acts 14:19.22 
And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who 
persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, 
supposing he had been dead.  
20. Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came 
into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.  
21. And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, 
they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch,  
22. Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the 
faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of 
God. 

 
II Cor. 11:22-29 
Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of 
Abraham? so am I.  
23. Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.  
24. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.  
25. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 
shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;  
26. In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by 
mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in 
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;  
27. In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness.  
28. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, 
the care of all the churches.  
29. Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 

 
Paul was stoned to death outside of Lystra. He was raised from the dead and he returned to 
Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, which are in Galatia. 
 

Gal. 4 
15. Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I bear you record, that, if it 
had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes, and have given 
them to me.  

 
Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? – This is a rhetoric question and the answer is: 
“It is not there anymore!  It is gone!”  This is emphasizing figuratively the greatness of the 
blessedness which they had no more. 
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ye would have plucked out your own eyes – This is the figure of speech hyperbole which is 
exaggeration and it simply means that they would have done just about anything for him 
when he was with them.  This emphasizes, that at that time he was their very good friend. 
 

16. Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?  
 
Here is again a rhetoric question and the answer to it is: “No!” 
 

17. They zealously affect you, but not well; yea, they would exclude you, that 
ye might affect them.  

 
They -  This refers again the Judeans which had come to Galatia after Paul and had started 
to teach, that they should follow the law of Moses. 
 
zealously affect you – They  really were excited about what they did. 
 

18. But it is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, and not only 
when I am present with you.  
19. My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in 
you,  

 
This is a small verse but it is so full of information. He had made that work already once. He 
had taught them about Christ, his death and resurrection etc. He had taught them to look 
only to God, to confess Jesus as Lord, to speak in tongues all the available time, to use all 
the 9 manifestations and to walk by the spirit of God. Then Christ had been formed in them. 
Christ could be seen in everything they did. But now all that was gone. They had turned to 
the Law of Moses and they had stopped walking by the spirit of God. 
 

20. I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in 
doubt of you.  
21. Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? 

 
Again here is a rhetoric question. The answer is: “Yes, you do hear!” 
 

22. For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the 
other by a freewoman.  
23. But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the 
freewoman was by promise.  
24. Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one 
from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar.  
25. For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which 
now is, and is in bondage with her children.  

 
Let’s read this in Genesis: Genesis 16:1-12 and 17:15-21. 
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Gal 4. 
26. But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.  
27. For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, 
thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she 
which hath an husband.  
28. Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.  
29. But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born 
after the Spirit, even so it is now.  

 
Genesis 25:17 & 18 
And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven 
years: and he gave up the ghost and died; and was gathered unto his people.  
18. And they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before Egypt, as thou goest 
toward Assyria: and he died in the presence of all his brethren. 

 
30. Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her 
son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the 
freewoman. (Genesis 21:10) 
31. So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.  

 
 

Chapter 5 
1. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and 
be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.  

 
again – This compares idolatry with following the law of Moses in the same way as in 
chapter 4 verse 9. The same Greek word is used in both places. 
 
the yoke of bondage – This is an orientalism.  According to the new Bible Dictionary the 
yoke “is used either literally for the wooden frame joining two animals (usually oxen), or 
metaphorically as describing one individual’s subjection to another.” (Luke 9:57-62) 
 

2. Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you 
nothing.        

 
The Law as such is not bad or evil. Look at Romans 7:7-25! It is just now so, that if believers 
start to follow the Law of Moses, Christ shall profit them nothing. Christ is above the Law 
because he fulfilled the Law. When we walk in Christ we do not transgress the Law. In verses 
22 and 23 of this chapter is the fruit of the spirit and it says: against such there is no law. 
 

3. For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do 
the whole law.  
4. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the 
law; ye are fallen from grace.  
5. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.  
6. For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.  
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uncircumcision -  The word here means literally “foreskin”. 
 
Believing receives its strength from love. We want to help people because we love them. 
Then our believing receives power so that we can heal them etc...  When we look in all 
things only to God, confess Jesus as Lord and continue to speak in tongues as much as 
possible, both our love and believing will grow.  Then we can do all the things God has 
planned and prepared for us to do. 
 

Romans 5:5 
And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

 
Gal. 5 
7. Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?  

 
Here is a rhetoric question. The answer is: “The Judaists which came from James!” 
 

8. This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.  
 
He that calls is God.  
 
persuasion – peismonē (3988) In the NT this word is used only here. The persuasion, 
allurement or attraction is not to obey the truth (from verse 7). 
 

9. A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.  
 
A small amount of the leaven ferments a large amount of dough. The leaven as such is not 
good or bad. It just functions like this. Here the leaven refers to the rather small influence 
that was caused by the Judaists, which came from James. Then the whole lump was 
leavened. The whole church in the region of Galatia turned away from Christ and started to 
follow the law of Moses. 
 

10. I have confidence in you through the Lord, that ye will be none otherwise 
minded: but he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be.  

 
he that troubleth – The Judaists that came from James troubled them. 
 
whosoever he be -  This refers to the fact that the trouble makers had come from James. 
James was well respected among the believers. He was esteemed as the highest leader of 
the church upon the earth. Whoever he is, he shall bear his judgment. 
 

11. And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer 
persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased.  

 
I Cor. 1:21-25 
For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.  
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22. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:  
23. But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness;  
24. But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God.  
25. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. 

 
the cross – This is the figure of speech Metonymy. The cross represents the death of Jesus 
Christ. It was an offence and stumbling block to the Israelites. 
 
In order to get the Galatians to believe them the Judaists maintained that Paul was in reality 
also preaching the circumcision. Therefore Paul asks here that if it is true, why is he still 
persecuted? It is a rhetoric question and the answer is: “For no reason  or totally in vain!”  If 
it was true that he was preaching the circumcision which means the Law of Moses, then the 
offence of the cross i.e. the death of Jesus Christ would be ceased and everybody would be 
free to return to the bondage of the Law of Moses. 
 

Gal. 5 
12. I would they were even cut off which trouble you.  

 
cut off – apokoptō (609) This is used for example in the following places: 
 

Mark 9:43-46 
And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched:  
44. Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.  
45. And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into 
life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched:  
46. Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

 
This word means literally “to amputate”.  This verse should be translated like this: 
 

I wish that they would amputate themselves, which trouble you. 
 
As the context is the circumcision, you can imagine what he means to be amputated or cut 
off from them. Then you could translate the verse like this: 
 

I wish that they would castrate themselves, which trouble you. 
 
This is a very rough expression indicating what Paul thought of them. 
 

13. For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an 
occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.  
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for an occasion to the flesh – On one side the liberty meant that they did not need to follow 
the Law of Moses anymore. Therefore it was self evident that the purpose of the liberty was 
not to start doing anything to fulfill the lusts of the flesh. On the other side the liberty meant 
that now they were completely free to do all kinds of good things according to the will of 
God. 
 

14. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself.  

 
A believer, that walks by the spirit, fulfills the law, because he loves his neighbor as himself. 
 

15. But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed 
one of another.  
16. This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  
17. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and 
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would.  

 
lusteth – epithumeō  (1937) This is a neutral word meaning a strong desire and it gets its 
meaning from the context. This is also a figure of speech. The same Greek verb is used in 2 
different meanings. The spirit does not lust like the flesh, but it has a strong intensive desire. 
The spirit has a strong intensive desire unto all good things according to the will of God. 
 
This is a very similar passage to Romans 7:14-25. 
 

18. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.  
 
Those that walk by the spirit are not under the law. The only way to be freed from the 
bondage of the Law is to walk by the spirit. 
 

19. Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,  

 
Adultery – This word is omitted according to all critical Greek texts. 
 
fornication – porneia (4202) This word represents all kinds of sexual immorality. 
 
uncleanness – akatharsia (167) This represents moral uncleanness caused by all kinds of 
lusts. 
 
lasciviousness – aselgeia (766) This is instability or lack of self control which will lead into all 
kinds of evil work. 
 

20. Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies,  
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witchcraft – pharmakeia (5331) This is used 3 times in the NT: here and in the following 2 
places: 
 

Rev. 9:21 
Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their 
fornication, nor of their thefts. 
 
Rev. 18:23 
And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the 
bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy 
merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all 
nations deceived. 

 
Thayer’s lexicon has about this word the following: 
 

a. the use or the administering of drugs… b. poisoning (Plato, Polybius, 
others)…  c. sorcery, magical arts, often found in connection with idolatry and 
fostered by it… 

 
The use of many different kinds of drugs belongs to idolater ceremonies. The purpose of 
using the drugs is to open the mind for devil spirits.  
 
variance – eris (2054) This is translated also by strife, debate and contentions. 
 
emulations – zēlos (2205) This means zeal. 
 
seditions – diksostasia (1370)  This word is used only 3 times in the NT: here and in the 2 
following places: 
 

Romans 16:17 
Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 
 
I Cor. 3:3 
For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and 
divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 

 
heresies – hairesis (139) This is translated either by sect  or heresy. 
 

Acts 5:17 
Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect 
of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, 

 
Gal. 5 
21. Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I 
tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  
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revellings – kōmos (2970) This is used only 3 times in the NT: here and in the 2 following 
places: 

Romans 13:13 
Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in 
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 
 
I Peter 4:3 
For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the 
Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, 
banquetings, and abominable idolatries: 

 
This comes from the Greek verb keimai (2749) which means to lie. Thayer’s Lexicon has the 
following about kōmos:  
 

…a revel, carousal, i.e. in the Greek writings properly, a nocturnal and riotous 
procession of half-drunken and frolicsome fellows who after supper parade 
through the streets with torches and music in honor of Bacchus or some other 
deity, and sing and play before the houses of their male and female friends; 
hence, used generally, of feasts and drinking-parties that are protracted till 
late at night and indulge in revelry; … 

 
Gal. 5 
22. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith,  

 
the fruit – karpos  (2590) 
 

1. properly:  the fruit of trees,…   
2. Metaphorically, that which originates or comes from something; an effect, 
result;… (Thayer’s)   

 
love – agapē (26) This is God’s love in action.   
 
joy – khara (5479)  This is an inner quality of the heart. Joy is not dependent on 
circumstances like happiness. No matter what the circumstances look like, the more we 
speak in tongues and walk by the spirit the more joy we have in our hearts. This word is very 
close to kharis  which means grace. 
 
longsuffering – makrothumia (3115) This is used 14 times in the NT and it is always 
translated longsuffering. This is the opposite of being quick tempered. The mind stays  
strong for a long time and maintains self control. 
 
gentleness – khrēstotēs (5544) This comes the Greek verb khraomai (5530) which means to 
use. Khrēstotēs meant originally something profitable or useful. In the Septuagint this word 
is used to describe God’s goodness and gentleness. God’s gentleness is concretely beneficial 
or profitable to the believers. This gentleness as the fruit of the spirit in our lives profits the 
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people around us. We are not only nice to the people, but we do things that greatly benefit 
them. 
goodness – agathosunē (19) This is used 4 times in the NT: here and in the following 3 
places: 
 

Romans 15:14 
And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 
 
Eph. 5:9 
(For the fruit of the Spirit [light] is in all goodness and righteousness and 
truth;) 
 
II Thess. 1:11 
Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy 
of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of 
faith with power: 

 
This represents absolute goodness as the opposite of all evil. 
 
faith−pistis  (4102) 
 

Gal. 5 
23. Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.  

 
Meekness – praotēs (4236) 
 

 II Cor. 10:1 
Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who 
in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: 
 
Titus 3:1 & 2 
Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey 
magistrates, to be ready to every good work,  
2. To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, showing all 
meekness unto all men. 
 
II Tim. 2:24 & 25 
And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient,  
25. In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 
peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

 
The meaning of this word is very wide. It is the easiest to understand as an opposite to hard, 
severe and stern. 
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The last place in II Timothy is very enlightening. When opposing people are corrected or 
instructed, it is done firmly and with proper authority and God’s power, but at the same 
time in all meekness and gentleness and not with severe hardness. This is used also in Gal. 
6:1. 
 
against such there is no law – Now it is said here. When believers walk in the spirit they 
produce the fruit of the spirit and against such there is no law. 
 

Gal. 5 
24. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts.  

 
To be Christ’s means to be his own and to belong to him. This requires the will of the one 
belonging to Christ. The believers by the freedom of their will make the decision to confess 
Jesus as Lord and to walk by the spirit speaking in tongues all the available time.  
 
When they do this they also crucify the flesh with the affections and lusts.  
Look at Romans 8: 
 

Romans 8:12-14 
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.  
13. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  
14. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
 
Gal. 5 
25. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  

 
Here is a figure of speech in the Greek. The first sentence of the verse ends with the same 
word with which the second sentence begins. 
 
It could be demonstrated like this: 
 

If we live in the Spirit, in the Spirit let us also walk. 
 
let us … walk – stoikheō (4748) It means to walk or to march in row and in order like 
soldiers. This order of the walk is available because we all have the same Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is able to instruct each and every individual believer to walk in the best available way. 
 

26. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one 
another.  

 
 

Chapter 6 
1. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness (praotēs); considering thyself, lest thou 
also be tempted.  
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a fault – paraptōma (3900) This is doing something evil willingly and it requires forgiveness. 
 

Romans 5:15-21 
15. But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of 
one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which 
is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.  
16. And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by 
one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification.  
17. For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which 
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by 
one, Jesus Christ.)  
18. Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life.  
19. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.  
20. Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound:  
21. That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Gal. 6 
2. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.  

 
burdens – baros (922) It means weight or pressure. It means figuratively also mental 
pressure like the Greek word thlipsis (2347). 
 
In the context to bear one another's burdens is to restore or to correct one that is overtaken 
in a fault or offence.  The believers bear each other’s burdens by helping and exhorting each 
other to believe God, to look only to God, to walk by the spirit, to speak in tongues and to 
confess Jesus as Lord.  In this we have the excellent help of the manifestations of the spirit, 
through which we can use the power of God. 
 

II Cor. 4:17 
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight (baros) of glory; 

 
Gal. 6 
3. For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 
himself.  
4. But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in 
himself alone, and not in another.  
5. For every man shall bear his own burden.  

 
 
burden – phortion  (5413) This comes from the verb pherō  (5342) which means to carry.  So 
phortion means a burden, load (Thayer’s). 
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Matthew 11:29 & 30 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  
30. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

 
Rejoicing or boasting in one’s own accomplishments is in the context of verse 5 of Galatians 
chapter 6. You can boast only about something you have done yourself. Therefore every 
man shall bear his own burden. 
 
Both the Greeks and the Israelites accepted rejoicing or boasting in one’s own work if it was 
justified, but boasting in something one has not done, was contemptible to them. 
 
Now is good to take a look at what Paul taught about boasting. The Greek word is 
kaukhaomai (2744) and it is used in all the following references: 
Romans. 5:1-5, I Cor.  1:25-31, I Cor. 3:21-23, I Cor. 4:6 & 7, II Cor. 5:11-15, II Cor. 10:8-17,   
(11:12-30), 12:1-13 and Gal. 6:14. 
 

Gal. 6 
6. Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all 
good things.  
7. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.  
8. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  
9. And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not.  

 
To sow to his flesh is to invest in one’s own life with the means of this world. It will lead to 
corruption or destruction. To sow to the spirit is to spend one’s life upon the earth by 
looking only to God, confessing Jesus as Lord, speaking in tongues all the possible time, 
walking by the spirit and doing day after day what God would like one to do. This will lead to 
a rich life upon the earth and even to a more rich life in the eternity with all the rewards for 
the good works one has done in this life. 
 
if we faint not – When we look only to God, walk in the spirit and confess Jesus as Lord,  
God will add strength to us in such way, that we are always able to carry out our 
responsibilities. 
 

10. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are of the household of faith.  
11. Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.  

 
Paul had a scribe or a secretary to whom he dictated his epistles. He wrote them for him. 
 

Romans 16:12 
I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord. 
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II Thess. 3:17 & 18 
The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: 
so I write.  
18. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

 
Especially in the book of Galatians Paul wanted to emphasize that he really had dictated 
that which came to him from God by revelation. Therefore he says: “Ye see how large a 
letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.” 
 

Gal. 6 
12. As many as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, they constrain you to be 
circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.  

 
Among the believers were people, who forced them to circumcise themselves. They did so, 
because the zealots for the Law who had come from Judea persecuted them 
 

13. For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire 
to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.  
14. But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.  

 
The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ represents his death upon the cross and the deliberation 
and salvation which came by it. Therefore he glories in it. 
 

15. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creature.  

 
uncircumcision – This is again foreskin as in chapter 5 verse 6. 
 

II Cor. 5:17 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 

 
16. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, 
and upon the Israel of God.  

 
walk - stoikheō (4748) This is the same as in 5:25. It means to walk or to march in row and in 
order like soldiers. They walk in a good orderly fashion. 
 
the Israel of God – This is the opposite of the natural Israel or Israel after the flesh. The 
Israel of God represents the believers who turned to Christ from Judaism and who walked in 
spirit like the believers who turned to Christ from idolatry. 
 

I Cor. 10:18 
Behold Israel after the flesh: are not they which eat of the sacrifices partakers 
of the altar? 
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Gal. 6 
17. From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of 
the Lord Jesus.  

 
the marks of the Lord Jesus – This means the marks concerning the Lord Jesus or because of 
the Lord Jesus. Paul received these marks in his body because he served the Lord Jesus. He 
was beaten up several times and even stoned to death once. That leaves marks. 
 

18. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 
 


